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English ancestry were not peculiarly or chiefly their ideas or their pos- 
session, — that the freedom, justice, and piety of this latter age are less 
indebted to the Saxon than to the Romanic race. His ingenious defence 
of this view is well worth studying, since it does not come out of any 
bitterness of hereditary hatred, such as moves the vituperations of Irish 
and French refugees against Saxondom. 

We may add to this commendation of the spirit and the thought of 
the book our surprise at the idiomatic and polished English style, which 
only in rare instances betrays the foreign birth of the author. There 
are many passages which we should select, for their clearness, their 
energy, and their ease of expression, as suitable exercises for reading in 
our higher schools. 



13. — A Half - Century of the Unitarian Controversy, with particular 
Reference to its Origin, its Course, and its Prominent Subjects among 
the Congregationalists of Massachusetts. With an Appendix. By 
George E. Ellis. Boston : Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1857. 8vo. 
pp. xxiv. and 511. 

Controversial theology does not legitimately fall within the prov- 
ince of this journal, nor do we now design to deal with any of the 
questions so ably discussed by Rev. Mr. Ellis. We intend only to 
take a very brief and general notice of the character and contents of 
his volume, considered as an important contribution to the ecclesiastical 
history of this Commonwealth. For the preparation of such a work, 
Mr. Ellis possesses eminent qualifications. The extent and variety 
of his historical knowledge, his candor, the soundness of his judg- 
ment, and his practised skill as a writer, have been repeatedly shown 
in the pages of a contemporary journal, and are not unknown to the 
readers of this Review. The chief object of his work, which consists 
of seven essays reprinted from the Christian Examiner, and an Intro- 
duction and Appendix now first published, is to exhibit the modifica- 
tions of the general theological sentiment of the community within a 
period of fifty years. With this view, and subordinating the contro- 
versial element to the historical, Mr. Ellis in his first essay presents a 
general survey of the fifty years of controversy, with a clear statement 
of the opinions held at the commencement of this period, and of the 
expectations in regard to the results of the controversy entertained by 
the parties to it. In the next four essays he traces the results as af- 
fecting the doctrines of the two parties concerning The Nature and the 
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State of Man, God and Christ, The Atonement, and The Scriptures. 
In the sixth essay he deals with The Relations of Reason and Faith. 
The last essay treats of The New Theology, as exhibited in the writ- 
ings of its most distinguished ornaments. The Appendix contains a 
reply to some adverse but courteous criticisms on his first five essays, 
printed in the columns of an influential religious journal. 

Such, so far as it is necessary to give it here, is an outline of Mr. 
Ellis's work. In dealing with these delicate and momentous themes 
he has exhibited the accurate knowledge, the clearness and force of 
mind, and the candor of statement, which we had ample reason to ex- 
pect in a work from his hand. His style is simple and straightforward, 
occasionally marked by a quiet humor, and always conveying his mean- 
ing with perfect accuracy. His tone is elevated and liberal, and he 
never forgets to be courteous in his remarks upon the opinions of 
others. " I have been dealing with matters of controversy," he says, 
" and yet I have had in view no controversial design. If no better 
purpose had moved me than that of adding yet another to the endless 
and exhaustless reiterations of dogmatical disputation about the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, I am certain that I should have found more congenial 
employment for my time and my pen. I have endeavored wholly to 
avoid what is heating and bitter in writing upon controverted subjects." 
And even if his volume were less valuable as a chapter of ecclesiasti- 
cal history than it is, we should still consider him as entitled to our 
thanks for showing that it is possible to write about disputed ques- 
tions without arousing ill feeling and kindling anew half-extinguished 
controversies. 



14. — Sermons, preached at Trinity Chapel, Brighton, by the late 

Rev. Frederick W. Robertson, M. A., the Incumbent. First 

Series. From the third London Edition. Boston : Ticknor and 
Fields. 1857. 12mo. pp. 372. 

It is somewhat difficult to judge these discourses fairly and justly, 
since they are mere " recollections of sermons," written subsequently to 
their delivery, either from the preacher's dictation or by his own hand, 
and only one was published during his life. This circumstance, and 
their failure to receive his careful revision before they were published, 
must account for the fragmentary style and rapid transitions of thought 
by which they are often characterized. But even with these obvious 
defects they are among the most suggestive discourses that we have 
ever read. They bear upon almost every page the impress of a vigor- 



